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RESIDENTIAL FEED-IN TARIFF SCHEME — CHIEFS OF STAFF MEETING 

210. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Premier: 

I have a supplementary question. Will the Premier table the document he was just reading from, and can he 

advise what exactly his chief of staff and the Treasurer’s chief of staff did upon learning about the problem with 

this scheme at their meeting with the Minister for Energy’s former chief of staff?  

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 

There was no secrecy or suspicion or otherwise. It was very clear.  

Mr P.B. Watson: It was a cover-up!  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: A cover-up—brilliant! Who came out with that one? 

Mr R.F. Johnson: Albany did.  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: How talented the member for Albany is to come up with that!  

I will have an opportunity in my response to the matter of public interest to go through some of the history of 

this scheme. A number of changes were made to it. Indeed, even prior to the scheme that was introduced, 

changes were made to what had been committed to at the election—for good reason. A number of adjustments 

were made because the demand for photovoltaics for home systems grew at almost an exponential rate for a 

variety of factors. I was aware of pressures under this scheme from day one of becoming Premier. The issue 

around the time the Leader of the Opposition is referring to was that, having imposed a cap—in other words, a 

cut-off cap at 150 megawatts—it seemed that the cap was going to be met earlier than anticipated and, indeed, 

there was some thought that it may have been exceeded, although not exceeded in a notional sense. As systems 

and contracts were signed with people we had, I guess, a running total, although the minister has said that there 

was a lack of confidence in some of that data. Bear in mind that there were people, as I said previously, who had 

ordered systems and signed application forms from retailers of photovoltaic systems and, indeed, there would 

have been many people who had paid in advance. I felt we had a responsibility to not leave them in the lurch. 

Mr M. McGowan: So when did you learn about it? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I said that I learnt about the issues with the scheme from day one of becoming Premier, 

virtually, because there was a whole series of adjustments to the scheme. When did I become aware that the cap 

was being stretched? Right through June I was aware of that; there were a whole series of discussions about it. 

The point was—the Minister for Energy made this point—we did not have reliable data on the exact number of 

installations that had been approved and contracted. 

 


